Staff  Sergeant Mark Yoho was inducted into the Sergeant Audie Murphy Club on June 13th in a ceremony at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma.  The Sergeant Audie Murphy Club (SAMC) is a privilege earned by a few exceptional Noncommissioned Officers. The SAMC is a means of recognizing those NCOs who have contributed significantly to the development of a professional NCO Corps and combat ready Army.  Members exemplify leadership characterized by personal concern for the needs, training, development, and welfare of their soldiers and families.

The club was formed in 1986 in honor of the late Audie Leon Murphy who was the highest decorated Soldier in American history.  He served over 400 consecutive days on the front lines in World War II.  He earned all of his promotions and a battlefield commission for his courage and leadership ability.  He was awarded every medal for valor that America gives to include the Congressional Medal of Honor. After being Honorably Discharged from the Army in 1945 he went on to become a successful actor, country western songwriter and poet.  Though he lived only forty-six years, he left a lasting imprint on American History.
Induction into the club consists of five phases:  The Unit Commanders Nomination/Evaluation, the Initial Selection Board, the Intermediate Selection Board, the Final Selection Board and the Induction Ceremony.  The Final Selection Board is comprised of the TRADOC SAMC Chapter President and four to five Command Sergeants Major to include the Installation Command Sergeant Major serving as the board President.  The final selection board will determine through a situational and question and answer system if the candidate has reached a level of knowledge and experience in a wide range of subjects to warrant induction into the SAMC.  Candidates require a majority vote from the board members to be recommended for induction.

Staff Sergeant Yoho is a 1996 graduate of Erie High School.  He is the son of Terry and Cheryl Yoho, formerly of Erie and grandson of Lucy Tredway of Erie and Eileen Yoho of Stark.  He has served in the United States Army for over six years now and is a veteran of both Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom.  In addition to the SAMC, he is a member of the American Legion George L. Hendricks post 102.  He and his wife, Karissa Yoho reside in Lawton, Oklahoma where he currently serves with the 1st Battalion, 22nd Field Artillery.
